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Abbreviations 

AUH Form of funding: other employment outside university and university college 
DTJ Form of funding: doctoral studentship
FL Administrative Procedure Act (SFS 1986:223)
FTG Form of funding: externally employed doctoral student 
HAN Higher Education Expulsions Board
HEI Higher education institution
HF Higher Education Ordinance (SFS 1993:100)
HL Higher Education Act (SFS 1992:1434)
HTJ Form of funding: other employment within university and university college 
LOA Public Employment Act (SFS 1994:260)
MDH Mälardalen University
PAN Staff Disciplinary Board
SFS Swedish Code of Statutes
STP Form of funding: research award
UBB Form of funding: doctoral grant 
UFO  Division of Education and Research Administration (part of the Administration at MDH providing 

support to the Management and dealing with matters concerning third-cycle studies, among 
other things)

ÖNH Higher Education Appeals Board
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of the document 

The objective with the drawing up of this document is to clarify the rules and regulations applied at Mälarda-
len University (MDH) regarding third-cycle studies. This is done by extracting rules and regulations from the 
“Guidelines for Third-cycle Studies at Mälardalen University”, thereby intended as a process support for the va-
rious stages of third-cycle studies. This document, “Rules and Regulations for Third-cycle Studies at Mälardalen 
University”, is superior to the Guidelines. The document, hereafter named “Doctoral Student Rules”, is updated 
continually by the Division of Education and Research Administration (UFO) at MDH.

The Doctoral Student Rules have been ratified by the Vice-Chancellor and contain binding regulations as well 
as recommendations for all who are actively engaged in third-cycle studies at MDH (doctoral students as well 
as staff employed at MDH). In the document a binding rule is expressed by the work “shall” and a recommen-
dation by the words “can”, “should” or “may”. A regulation can be binding on account of a law, ordinance or 
MDH’s other local regulations. When a rule in this document is based on a current law or ordinance, a refe-
rence is made to the relevant law or ordinance, and when the rule is based on a local regulation, reference is 
made to its registration number.

These Doctoral Student Rules are considered as a minimum level for a well-functioning third-cycle education. 
The quality assurance responsibility for third-cycle studies rests upon the Faculty Board at MDH. The Schools 
are responsible that the Doctoral Student Rules are abided by.

1.2 Definitions

Doctoral student is a student admitted to third-cycle studies pursuant to the Higher Education Ordinance, HF, 
Chapter 1 Section 4 (1993:100). The term includes externally employed doctoral students, employees outside 
the University pursuing third-cycle studies within employment at for example a company, other authorities, 
municipalities or county councils. Employees pursuing third-cycle studies within their employment at MDH 
are also counted as doctoral students. The term doctoral student is used for students in third-cycle studies re-
gardless of the final degree target for the study programme (Degree of Licentiate / Degree of Doctor).

NB. Differentiate between rules and regulations applicable to doctoral students admitted to third-cycle studies 
and doctoral students employed as such (doctoral studentships).

Thesis refers to both a doctoral thesis and a licentiate thesis. If one of these projects is named individually the 
term doctoral thesis or licentiate thesis is used respectively.

1.3 Primary target groups for the document

The Rules in this document are directed towards prospective/admitted doctoral students at MDH as well as 
other staff at the University working with questions concerning third-cycle studies.
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1.4 Mälardalen University’s decision-making responsibility

The University Board at MDH has decided that the Faculty Board is responsible for the structure, implementa-
tion and quality of third-cycle studies.1

1.4.1 The Faculty Board 

The Vice-Chancellor has delegated to the Faculty Board the power to take decisions on:2

•	 creating and discontinuing third-cycle subject areas,

•	 ratifying the general syllabus for each third-cycle subject area,

•	 ratifying the Guidelines for third-cycle studies.

1.4.2  The Committee for Third-cycle Studies

The Faculty Board has delegated to its Preparatory Committee for Third-cycle Studies the power to take deci-
sions on:3

•	 ratifying individual study plans, 

•	 admitting doctoral students to third-cycle studies,

•	 appointing, replacing or changing the principal supervisor and/or assistant supervisor for doctoral students.

1.4.3  The Chair of the Committee for Third-cycle Studies

The Faculty Board has delegated to the Chair of the Committee for Third-cycle Studies the power to take deci-
sions on: 

•	 allowing a doctoral student to publicly defend a doctoral thesis or a licentiate thesis,

•	 appointing an examining committee and faculty examiner for public defence of a doctoral thesis or for a 
licentiate seminar.

On occasions when the Chair of the Committee for Third-cycle Studies is the principal supervisor or assistant 
supervisor of the doctoral student concerned, the Dean of the University will take decisions on matters delega-
ted to the Chair of the Committee.

1.4.4  The Dean of School

Decisions on credit transfers of studies have been delegated by the Vice-Chancellor to the Dean of School.4 
Similarly the Dean of School takes decisions on the appointment of a doctoral student and also regarding 
approved leave from studies or non-completion.

1.4.5 Miscellaneous

Decisions regarding the withdrawal of, as well as restoring, the right to supervision and other resources for 
the doctoral student are made by the Vice-Chancellor pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Sections 30 and 31. These 
decisions may not be delegated to another person pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Sections 36.

1  Procedures of the Faculty Board meeting  at Mälardalen University, Reg. no. MDH 1.1–518/10.
2  The Vice-Chancellor’s delegation of decision-making powers at Mälardalen University, Reg. no. MDH 1.1.2–32/13
3 Minutes of the Faculty Board meeting No. 1:2011, Reg.no. 1.1-26/11 
4  The Vice-Chancellor’s delegation of decision-making powers at Mälardalen University, Reg. no. MDH 1.1.2–32/13
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2. Third-cycle studies 

Third-cycle studies represent the highest level of 
education within the Swedish education system. The 
study programme aims to further develop the knowl-
edge and skills that the prospective doctoral student 
has acquired from first- and second-cycle studies,  or 
equivalent education,  and also develop the skills re-
quired to be able to conduct one’s own research on 
attaining a degree pursuant to HL Chapter 1, Section 
9a (1992:1434).

The national qualitative targets for third-cycle studies 
are described in Appendix 2 – System of Qualifica-
tions HF, of which parts are appended in this docu-
ment (Appendix 1 - Licentiate degree

and Appendix 2 - Doctoral degree respectively).

Further qualitative targets regarding an individual 
third-cycle subject area at MDH are described in the 
general syllabus for the subject.

Third-cycle studies comprise an education element 
that consists of individual courses and a research part 
in the form of a thesis. Particular requirements for 
the education element and the research part respecti-
vely are specified in the general syllabus for the sub-
ject.

Progression in the study programme shall be moni-
tored annually.

Pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 25, MDH has deci-
ded to establish third-cycle studies within the follow-
ing subjects:5

•	 Work Life Studies

•	 Biotechnology/Chemical Engineering  
(no new admissions)

•	 Computer Science

•	 Didactics

•	 Natural Science and Technology Didactics  
(no new admissions)

•	 Electronics 

•	 Energy and Environmental Engineering

•	 Industrial Economics and Organisation

•	 Innovation and Design

•	 Mathematics/Applied Mathematics

•	 Care Sciences 

5  Local System of Qualifications at Mälardalen University, Reg. no. 
MDH 2.1–262/10

2.1 Semester dates

The Faculty Board’s Committee for Third-cycle Stu-
dies take decisions on current semester dates.

The spring semester runs from the first Monday after 
6 January to the Tuesday before Midsummer inclu-
sive.

The autumn semester runs from the first Monday of 
the third week in August to the Friday before Christ-
mas Eve inclusive.

Programme components such as public defence of 
doctoral or licentiate theses shall take place during 
the semester. 

2.2 Admission to third-cycle studies

Admission to third-cycle studies follows the Admis-
sion Regulations adopted by the University.6 Require-
ments of the contents of this are stated in HF Chapter 
6, Section 3.

At MDH, third-cycle study places are advertised. Ex-
ceptions to this may be made when admitting a doc-
toral student who is to pursue studies in conjunction 
with employment with an employer other than the 
University. Exceptions to advertising may also be 
made in the case of the transfer of a previously ad-
mitted doctoral student from another higher educa-
tion institution (HEI) to MDH or if there are similar 
particular reasons pursuant to HF Chapter 7, Section 
37.

In the case of several applicants for one place, a se-
lection is made after assessing how the applicant is 
considered able to benefit from third-cycle studies.

At MDH the entry requirements and selection criteria 
for a third-cycle subject are stated in the general syl-
labus for the subject.

To guarantee the quality of a third-cycle project, the 
School should arrange an admissions seminar befo-
re admitting new doctoral students. The purpose of 
the seminar is for the prospective doctoral student 
to present the objectives and preliminary timetable 
of the project to an admissions committee appointed 
by the Council of Supervisors. This committee will 
assess the relevance of the research project to the 
third-cycle subject area and whether the particular 
doctoral student’s research project and studies can be 
completed within the stipulated time limit. In addi-
tion the committee should check that all the permis-
sion required for the research project to be carried 
out is available, or is intended to be applied for.

6  Admission Regulations, Reg. No. CF 30-220/07 
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The committee shall then submit a recommendation 
for a decision on whether to admit. The committee 
can consist of external experts or representatives of 
the Council of Supervisors for the subject. A doctoral 
student representative should also be included in the 
admissions committee.

The principal supervisor is responsible that all neces-
sary permission is applied for and granted before the 
doctoral student begins research requiring permis-
sion. The Dean of School is responsible that all neces-
sary permission is granted before a research project 
requiring permission is begun.

Only as many doctoral students as can be offered 
supervision and otherwise acceptable conditions for 
studying, and who have student finance pursuant to 
HF Chapter 7, Section 36 (see further under 2.3 Fun-
ding), may be admitted to third-cycle studies, pursu-
ant to HF Chapter 7, Section 34.

By admitting a doctoral student the host School gua-
rantees that the doctoral student is offered supervi-
sion and also has funding during the entire period of 
study. This will apply provided that the Vice-Chancel-
lor takes no decision to the contrary, pursuant to HF 
Chapter 6, Section 30 or in the case of expulsion, see 
further under section 6.

2.3 Funding

Third-cycle studies can be funded in different ways; 
what is important is that doctoral students may be 
admitted to third-cycle studies only if the funding is 
assured during the entire period of study and that the 
applicant can devote sufficient time to the studies for 
them to be completed within four and eight years re-
spectively, corresponding to a Licentiate degree and a 
Doctoral degree respectively pursuant to HF Chapter 
7, Section 36.

At MDH the most common form of funding is a doc-
toral studentship (DTJ). (Following under section 9 
are specific regulations pertaining to employment 
as a doctoral student (doctoral studentship) in addi-
tion to the regulations for doctoral students in the 
capacity of students). For externally employed docto-
ral students7, each School at MDH is responsible for 
guaranteeing funding should the doctoral student’s 
employment be discontinued during the third-cycle 
study period or the company go bankrupt during the 
same period.

Lecturers or other employees (than as doctoral stu-
dents) at MDH or other university/university college 
can be admitted to third-cycle studies (HTJ), space 
permitting within the framework of their employ-
7  The generic term “externally employed doctoral students” used 
above includes doctoral students who are employed at a company (FTG) 
and doctoral students who are employed at a public authority, a munici-
pality, a county council or a trade union (AUH).

ment, to carry out third-cycle studies corresponding 
to at least half-time work. The studies may be finan-
ced by a maximum of 10% of first-cycle funds.

In the case of research awards (STP) funding will be 
granted, within the scope of the award, for taking out 
a health insurance to compensate for the loss of gene-
ral insurance cover as a result of the research award. 
The responsibility for arranging such insurance rests 
upon the doctoral student’s host School. Furthermo-
re, the host School should take out insurance with 
the Legal, Financial and Administrative Services 
Agency (Kammarkollegiet) which will cover the loss of 
the award in the case of parental leave. In addition 
to this, funding shall correspond to the same terms 
regarding the level of salary less tax (this applies to 
doctoral studentships in accordance with the docto-
ral student’s salary scale (doktorandstegen).8 Doctoral 
students holding studentships also have the right to 
the same conditions regarding their work place, such 
as work environment questions, as well as the right 
to other expenses in their education, such as litera-
ture, materials, and conference participation etc. as 
doctoral students with other forms of funding have.

The University has chosen not to make use of docto-
ral grants (UBB) as a form of funding.

2.4  Supervision

Every doctoral student admitted to third-cycle studies 
shall have at least two supervisors, of which one shall 
be appointed principal supervisor pursuant to HF 
Chapter 6, Section 28. It is also laid down in the Or-
dinance that the University may admit to third-cycle 
studies only as many doctoral students as can be offe-
red supervision pursuant to HF Chapter 7, Section 34.

MDH has decided that each doctoral student is en-
titled to a minimum of 100 hours of supervision per 
year (regarding full time studies). For doctoral stu-
dents with a lower level of activity, the supervision 
time is reduced by the corresponding amount. This 
figure should be regarded as a minimum level and 
MDH endeavours to offer every doctoral student the 
supervision that each one is considered to be in need 
of.

Furthermore the University has a recommendation 
that the total amount of supervision time that one 
and the same person gives in the capacity of principal 
supervisor or assistant supervisor stays at no more 
than 700 supervision hours per year.

At MDH the principal supervisor for a doctoral stu-
dent shall be employed at the University, have a De-
gree of Doctor, and be qualified as a docent or pro-
fessor. Further, the principal supervisor shall have 

8  Agreement on terms of employment for doctoral students at MDH 
(Reg. no. CF-P 1.3.4-124/13)
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undergone and passed a supervisor’s course from 
a Swedish HEI. In addition the principal supervisor 
should have previous experience of supervising doc-
toral students (at least as an assistant supervisor).

The assistant supervisor shall be a researcher with 
a Degree of Doctor or have the corresponding qua-
lification. Further, the assistant supervisor should 
have undergone a supervisor’s course, or shall have 
the intention of participating in a supervisor’s course 
within the coming year.

One of the supervisors in the constellation of super-
visors shall be active at the host School for the third-
cycle subject area to which the doctoral student has 
been admitted. The other supervisors can be active 
at some other School or organisation with which the 
host School has research cooperation. The principal 
supervisor and the assistant supervisor may decide 
for themselves on the distribution of work between 
them.

Pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 28, doctoral stu-
dents admitted to third-cycle studies have the right to 
change supervisors. A decision to change supervisors 
is taken by the Faculty Board’s Committee for Third-
cycle Studies.9  If a principal supervisor or assistant 
supervisor has repeatedly failed to carry out their 
duties as supervisors, the Faculty Board shall take a 
decision to revoke the appointment of principal su-
pervisor or assistant supervisor. 

A doctoral student who has been admitted has the 
right to supervision during the entire period of study 
as long as the Vice-Chancellor has taken no decision 
to the contrary, pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 30; 
see further under section 7.

2.5 Transfer from other higher education 
institution

MDH accepts transfers of admitted doctoral students 
from other HEIs to MDH on condition that the pre-
vious third-cycle studies are within an area in which 
MDH has degree-awarding powers and that the main 
part of the study programme takes place at MDH pur-
suant to HF Chapter 7, Section 38. 

2.6 General syllabus 

For each subject in which MDH arranges third-cycle 
studies there shall be a general syllabus. In the ge-
neral syllabus the main contents of the programme, 
specific entry requirements along with other regula-
tions that are required shall be described pursuant to 
HF Chapter 6, Sections 26 and 27. 

9  If the reason behind a change of supervisors is allegations of ethnic 
or sexual harassment, the matter shall be dealt with in accordance with 
the University’s Action Plan ”An Equal Opportunities University”, Reg. 
no MDH 1.4–266/11.

MDH has also chosen to include criteria for general 
entry requirements, description of selection criteria, 
description of compulsory units as well as require-
ments of a thesis and course demands for the specific 
third-cycle subject area in the general syllabus for the 
subject.

In addition to this, recommendations concerning pri-
or knowledge which do not constitute formal entry 
requirements as well as other relevant information 
may be stated.

2.7 Individual study plan 

When applying for admission for third-cycle studies, 
an individual study plan is to be drawn up pursuant 
to HF Chapter 6, Section 29. The individual study 
plan constitutes an undertaking for the doctoral stu-
dent as well as for MDH. The individual study plan 
shall specify and plan the doctoral student’s study 
programme so that the third-cycle studies can be car-
ried out within the stipulated time plan. The princi-
pal supervisor is responsible for drawing up an indi-
vidual study plan.

In the individual study plan, relevant courses and 
other units that are to be included in the education 
component (such as planned conference participa-
tion etc.) shall be specified. Further, the content, 
structure and timetable shall be described (detailed 
project plan). It shall be stated how the study pro-
gramme is to be funded (funding plan along with any 
agreements) for the entire period of study, and which 
principal supervisor and assistant supervisor(s) have 
been appointed for the doctoral student. Furthermo-
re the progression during the entire time span of the 
study programme (degree of activity and performan-
ce) shall be made clear. Programme units for which 
credits shall be transferred shall also be described. 
By ratifying the individual study plan, specified study 
programme units are approved for inclusion in the 
third-cycle studies.

For projects requiring specific permission, a copy 
of such permission granted shall be attached to the 
study plan. The requirement for an attachment is ex-
empted for individual study plans concurrent with 
admission decisions. Attachments are then made pre-
ferably at the regular follow-up of the study plan. 

The principal supervisor is responsible for assessing 
whether specific permission is needed to carry out a 
research project. The principal supervisor is also re-
sponsible for submitting such a request for permis-
sion if needed. Permission shall have been granted 
prior to the commencement of the research in ques-
tion. It is incumbent on the Dean of School to ensure 
that necessary permits have been granted for ongo-
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ing research at the School. One example of permis-
sion that may have to be applied for is ethical permis-
sion for research involving humans.10

The individual study plan shall be regularly revie-
wed, though no less than once per year, and shall 
be revised if necessary. The period of study may be 
extended only if there are particular reasons for this 
pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 29.

The doctoral student can at any time choose to ter-
minate his or her studies; see further under section 
2.11. For MDH to be able to deviate from its commit-
ment, it is required that the doctoral student applies 
for non-completion or that the Vice-Chancellor takes 
a decision pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 30, or by 
expulsion pursuant to HF Chapter 4, Section 6.

2.8 Third-cycle courses 

The principal supervisor will assess the relevance of 
third-cycle courses for a specific doctoral student’s 
third-cycle studies. Assessment and approval of cour-
se participation shall be done before the start of the 
course. To guarantee that third-cycle studies at MDH 
maintain high quality, the education element of the 
study programme should include courses of at least 
second-cycle level.11

Should the principal supervisor assess that only parts 
of a course have relevance for a specific doctoral 
student’s third-cycle studies, the assessed scope of 
the course shall be communicated in writing to the 
course coordinator before the start of the course. It 
shall be made clear in this message that the doctoral 
student and the principal supervisor are in agreement 
on the scope of the course in the education element. 
The doctoral student and the principal supervisor are 
jointly responsible for informing the course coordi-
nator of the scope before the start of the course.

The principal supervisor’s approval of course parti-
cipation can be given partly by specifying separate 
courses on the individual study plan for a specific 
doctoral student, and partly in direct connection 
with the application for the course (by the principal 
supervisor signing the application form or in some 
other way  giving written approval of course parti-
cipation). By approving course participation, the en-
tire scope of the course will be added to the doctoral 
student’s education element of the study programme 
upon successful completion of the examination, un-
less otherwise agreed upon in accordance with the 
second paragraph in this section.

For all third-cycle courses, information concerning 
the course coordinator, examiner, purpose (intended 

10  For further information on what research requires ethical permis-
sion see http://www.epn.se/en/start/startpage/
11  Local System of Qualifications at Mälardalen University, Reg. no. 
MDH 2.1–262/10

learning outcomes), qualification descriptors, scope 
of the course, and which grading scale is used shall 
be available to the course participants before the start 
of the course. This information shall be reviewed and 
approved by the Council of Supervisors for the third-
cycle subject area before the start of the course.

For recurring third-cycle courses, a course syllabus 
shall be drawn up. This shall then be ratified by the 
Dean of School/Council of Supervisors for the third-
cycle subject area, upon which the Faculty Board will 
decide on what support shall be given to the course.12 
It shall be specified in the course syllabus, in addition 
to what is mentioned in the fourth paragraph, what 
the main contents of the course are, the level of the 
course, and any entry requirements/specific entry re-
quirements for admission to the course. Apart from 
this any relevant information may be mentioned.

For third-cycle courses common to the whole Uni-
versity, a course syllabus should be available, and if 
such courses are recurring, a course syllabus shall be 
drawn up. The Dean of School/Council of Supervisors 
for the third-cycle subject area will take decisions on 
adopting courses common to the whole University. 
The Faculty Board will decide on what support shall 
be given to the course. 

Exemptions from the Council of Supervisors’ appro-
val for adopting third-cycle courses are made in the 
case of individual third-cycle courses (where a course 
is customised for individual doctoral students’ pro-
grammes). In that case the principal supervisor may 
take a decision to adopt that course. The same requi-
rements of documentation mentioned in the fourth 
paragraph also apply for these courses. Before the 
start of the course the principal supervisor shall in-
form the Council of Supervisors that the course has 
been adopted, along with the necessary course docu-
mentation.

If the principal supervisor drawing up the course is 
not the principal supervisor of a doctoral student (on 
an individual third-cycle course), written approval 
shall be given by the doctoral student’s principal su-
pervisor before the start of the course, in accordance 
with the third paragraph.

Examination of third-cycle courses can be done by 
means of an oral or written examination. Pursuant 
to HF Chapter 6, Section 18, the examiner shall be a 
teacher. By a teacher is meant a professor and a se-
nior lecturer, pursuant to HL Chapter 3. 2 §. At MDH 
there are also the following categories of teachers: an 
adjunct professor, a visiting professor, adjunct senior 
lecturer, lecturer, adjunct lecturer, and postdoctoral 
research fellow.13 To guarantee the quality of exami-

12  See Minutes of the Faculty Board meeting No. 7:2009 135 §. Reg. no. 
MDH 3.1.1–1073
13  Employment Ordinance for teachers at Mälardalen University. Reg. 
no.  CF-P 1.3.1–381/10
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nation units, the examiner and principal supervisor 
should, if at all possible, not be the same person, 
though this is not prohibited. An example of when 
the examiner and principal supervisor could be the 
same person is in individual third-cycle courses.

On successful completion of examination units, the 
course coordinator is responsible for registering the 
course credits gained by each course participant in 
the Doctoral Student Registry (forskarLadok).

All doctoral students completing a course shall be 
given the opportunity to express their opinions of 
the course in the form of a course evaluation. Af-
ter compiling the course evaluation the University 
is obliged to give information about the results and 
any decisions on action to be taken in consequence 
of the course evaluation. These results shall be kept 
available for the student pursuant to HF Chapter 1, 
Section 14.

2.9 Credit transfers

By credit transfers is meant that students may count 
previously completed higher education programmes 
or higher education elements in the upcoming study 
programme pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 6. 
What is important in all credit transfer matters is 
that the previous programme or professional activity 
to be awarded credits for does not differ to any con-
siderable extent regarding knowledge and skills from 
the study programme for which the credits are to 
be recognised, pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 6.

A credit transfer may be awarded for a study pro-
gramme other than that mentioned in HF Chapter 
6, Section 6 if the knowledge and skills the doctoral 
student refers to are of such a nature and scope that 
they correspond in the main to third-cycle studies 
pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 7. Further, a credit 
transfer may be awarded for corresponding knowl-
edge and skills acquired in professional activities pur-
suant to HF Chapter 6, Section 7. 

The Dean of School or a person/authority delegated 
by the Dean will take decisions as to whether credit 
transfers can be awarded for a completed higher edu-
cation programme. This shall take place after assess-
ment pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 8. 

At MDH a local Credit Transfer Ordinance has been 
drawn up.14 In the Ordinance it is mentioned that an 
application for transfer of credits shall be made on 
the appropriate form.15 A decision on transfer of cre-
dits is appealed against to The Higher Education Ap-
peals Board16 (see further under section 7).

14  Local Credit Transfer Ordinance at Mälardalen University, Reg.no. 
MDH 2.1–421/12
15  http://www.mdh.se/polopoly_fs/1.24664!/Menu/general/column-
content/attachment/ansokningsblankett%20tg%20utland_eng.pdf
16  http://www.onh.se/inenglish.4.880c3ba1194d1b806c800030199.html

The Local System of Qualifications17 at MDH allows 
that 60 credits of a Master’s degree can be transferred 
to a third-cycle degree. The requirements for trans-
fer of credits are that the Master’s courses lie within 
the same area or specialisation as the courses in the 
third-cycle subject area for which the credits are to 
be recognised.

To ensure the high quality of third-cycle courses at 
MDH, the Faculty Board has decided, however, that 
first-cycle courses should not be awarded credits in 
third-cycle degrees.

Courses giving entry requirements for admission to 
third-cycle studies may not be awarded credits in the 
third-cycle studies. This applies regardless of the level 
of the course giving the entry requirements.

MDH also applies the system that certain units, in 
addition to those mentioned in HF Chapter 6, Sec-
tions 6 and 7 can be awarded credits for third-cycle 
studies. These units shall be assessed by the Council 
of Supervisors for the third-cycle subject area, who 
recommend a decision to the Dean of School or to a 
person/authority delegated by the Dean.

2.10 Follow-up of studies

At MDH the doctoral student’s individual study plan 
shall be followed up regularly, at least once a year. 
The purpose of this follow-up is, among other things, 
to monitor the progression in the third-cycle studies 
and to be able to detect any problems at an early st-
age.

A follow-up talk between the doctoral student and 
his or her principal supervisor shall be held at least 
once a year. The responsibility for arranging such a 
talk rests upon the principal supervisor. However, it 
should also be in the interests of the doctoral student 
to follow up the studies regularly.

After about half of the period of study a check on 
the thesis work shall be carried out. This can take 
place either in the form of a licentiate seminar (when 
a licentiate thesis is being written) or at a mid-way 
review in which the results obtained are evaluated. 
Regardless of which, the seminar shall be conducted 
in public and the presentation advertised internally, 
and in the case of a licentiate seminar also external-
ly. Regulations for the licentiate seminar are to be 
found under section 3.5, and the procedure can also 
be used to advantage at the mid-way review, though 
no examining committee needs to be appointed for 
this review.

17  Reg. no. MDH 2.1–262/10
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2.11 Approved leave from studies and non-
completion of studies

A doctoral student has the right to apply for appro-
ved leave from studies or for non-completion of third-
cycle studies.

Approved leave from studies spans a predefined pe-
riod in studies and with a fixed time limit, and the 
doctoral student continues the studies when the 
approved leave has expired. In the case of approved 
leave from studies an extension of the period of study 
can be obtained only if there are special reasons for 
this, pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 29. Such re-
asons could be leave of absence on account of illness, 
leave of absence for service in the defence forces or 
an elected position in a trade union or student or-
ganisation, or parental leave, pursuant to HF Chap-
ter 6, Section 29. The Dean of School, in consultation 
with the principal supervisor, takes the decision to 
grant approved leave.

Non-completion means that the doctoral student will 
be deregistered from third-cycle studies. The doctoral 
student must be re-admitted to third-cycle studies be-
fore being able to continue with the studies.

An application for approved leave from studies or for 
non-completion shall be made on a special form ac-
cording to the instructions on the form.18 The Dean 
of School, in consultation with the principal supervi-
sor, takes the decision on this matter. MDH’s decision 
may not be appealed against pursuant to HF Chapter 
12, Sections 2 and 4.

 

18  http://www.mdh.se/forskning/forskarutbildning/utbildningsproces-
sen/blanketter-och-checklistor-1.32554
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3.   Public defence of a thesis 

The second annex of the Higher Education Ordinance 
(HF) states the general requirements of knowledge and 
understanding, competence and skills, and judgement and 
approach that shall be fulfilled to obtain a Degree of 
Doctor. These requirements are appended to this do-
cument: Appendix 1 – Degree of Licentiate, and Ap-
pendix 2 – Degree of Doctor.  

In addition to the degree requirements mentioned in 
the Higher Education Ordinance, the requirements 
mentioned in the general syllabus of each subject will 
apply. When publicly defending a thesis, the course 
requirements for the third-cycle programme shall be 
approved. Only in exceptional cases can exemptions 
be allowed. A decision to be allowed to publicly de-
fend a thesis despite missing course credits is made 
by the Faculty Board in the capacity of quality assu-
rers of third-cycle studies, or by the Dean’s decision if 
a lack of time does not permit a Board decision. 

3.1 Doctoral thesis/Licentiate thesis and 
preliminary review of this

The doctoral thesis and licentiate thesis respectively 
shall take the form of either an integrated, coherent 
academic paper, a monograph, or a compilation the-
sis from several academic papers written by the doc-
toral student alone or jointly with others. A compila-
tion thesis shall begin with an introductory chapter 
of which the doctoral student is the sole author. 

It is not permitted to submit a doctoral thesis or licen-
tiate thesis with more than one author; the doctoral 
student is to be the sole author of his or her doctoral 
thesis and licentiate thesis respectively. 

Before a public defence, some form of preliminary 
review of the incomplete doctoral thesis shall take 
place. Such a “final review” should take place from 
six months to eight weeks before the planned public 
defence, to allow for additions to the thesis manus-
cript before the public defence. The aim of this final 
review is to assure the academic quality of the thesis. 
A corresponding preliminary review of a licentiate 
thesis should take place. 

The preliminary review shall be carried out by an ex-
ternal reviewer or by a representative or represen-
tatives appointed within MDH. The reviewer(s) shall 
possess expert knowledge within the field. During 
the preliminary review, the individual papers inclu-
ded in a compilation thesis and the entire thesis ma-
nuscript of a monograph thesis will be assessed. The 
reviewer(s) shall, in a written statement, recommend 
or advise against the submission of the thesis.

The preliminary review of a thesis manuscript shall 

not be conducted by a faculty reviewer or by repre-
sentatives from the proposed examining committee, 
since these shall be impartial in their assessment at a 
public defence.19

3.2 Application to defend a doctoral thesis 
or to hold a licentiate seminar

An application to defend a thesis or to hold a licenti-
ate seminar shall be made on a special application 
form and shall have arrived at the executive officer 
for third-cycle studies at the Division of Education 
and Research Administration no later than eight 
weeks before the planned date of the public defence/
licentiate seminar. 

The possibility of being able to replace a faculty exa-
miner who is obliged to cancel this appointment pri-
or to a doctoral student’s application should be revie-
wed by the principal supervisor. In the event of a late 
replacement of the faculty examiner the examining 
committee shall be informed of this to be prepared to 
assume a bigger role at the public defence.

For every date of a public defence a reserve for the 
examining committee should be appointed, who can 
stand in should any member be obliged to make a 
late cancellation of the engagement. This reserve 
member is bound by the same requirements of skills 
and of impartiality regarding the doctoral student, 
supervisor and third-cycle project as other perma-
nent members (see section 3.6). Recommendations 
for reserves should be submitted in conjunction with 
the doctoral student’s application to defend a thesis.

A short popular-science summary of the thesis, writ-
ten in Swedish and English, shall be attached to the 
application. When the application to defend a the-
sis/hold a licentiate seminar has been approved, the 
summary is sent to the Division of Communications, 
who then publishes information about the public de-
fence/licentiate seminar internally and externally.

The Faculty Board at MDH has decided to limit the 
number of public defences and licentiate seminars 
that can be held on the same day to two.20

19  Meeting of the Faculty Board No. 4:2011, 56 §. Reg. no.  MDH 
1.1–332/11
20  Meeting of the Faculty Board No. 4:2011, 63 §. Reg. no.  MDH 
1.1–332/11
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3.3 Public notification/”Spikning” of the 
thesis

MDH promotes openness and the opportunity for 
public review of the University’s research activities. 
Therefore the doctoral student shall give notification 
of the date of his or her doctoral thesis or licentiate 
seminar according to the following: 

Doctoral thesis

By electronic publishing of the thesis in MDH’s pu-
blishing tool the DiVa system.21 Notification of the 
date of the doctoral thesis shall be made no later 
than three weeks before the public defence and shall 
comprise the thesis in full text when no prohibition 
against publishing exists from the publisher. Further-
more the printed doctoral thesis shall be literally nai-
led up at a suitable place on both the Västerås and 
Eskilstuna campuses. 

Licentiate thesis

By electronic publishing of the thesis in the DiVa sys-
tem. Publishing in the DiVa system shall take place 
no later than three weeks before the licentiate semi-
nar and shall comprise the thesis in full text when 
no prohibition against publishing exists from the pu-
blisher.

In connection with the public notification of the 
doctoral/licenciate thesis the time and place of the 
public defence shall be made clear. Furthermore the 
names and titles of the author of the thesis (doctoral 
student), principal supervisor, assistant supervisor, 
faculty examiner and the members of the examining 
committee shall be stated. Further the third-cycle 
subject area which the thesis represents along with 
the host School shall be specified.

3.4 Distribution of the thesis 

After and in conjunction with the public notification, 
the thesis shall be made available by the doctoral 
student to the faculty examiner, the members of the 
examining committee, the doctoral student’s own 
School, and to other interested parties.

The University Printing Centre will distribute the 
thesis to the Division of Education and Research Ad-
ministration, the Division of Communications, the 
National Library of Sweden, other university libra-
ries, and the University’s own library. 

21  The DiVA system is an electronic publishing tool used by MDH. In 
this tool, all types of publications published by researchers and students 
at MDH can be registered and published; see more on http://www.mdh.
se/hvv/student/exjobb/registrering-publicering-1.12236?l=en_UK.

3.5 Public defence and licentiate seminar

A doctoral thesis shall be defended orally at a public 
defence. At the public defence there shall be present 
a faculty examiner pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 
33. The Faculty Board at MDH has decided that an ex-
amining committee consisting of at least three mem-
bers shall evaluate and grade the doctoral thesis. 22

Should a faculty examiner be absent or for some 
reason be unable to attend, a public defence can be 
carried out on condition that the appointed exami-
ning committee is present and that they can obtain 
the data needed to make an examination decision. 
In other cases the public defence shall be postponed.

If a member of the examining committee is absent 
the public defence shall be postponed.

MDH has decided that a licentiate thesis shall be de-
fended orally at a public licentiate seminar. At the 
licentiate seminar there shall be present an exami-
ning committee consisting of three members. The 
examining committee serves as examiner and shall 
evaluate and grade the licentiate thesis.

If a member of the examining committee is absent 
the licentiate seminar shall be postponed.

3.6 Examining Committee for the public 
defence

The examining committee serves as examiner of the 
doctoral thesis. These members (three in number) 
shall be docents or professors. At least one of the 
members of the examining committee shall not be 
active at the University pursuant to HF Chapter 6, 
Section 34. Further, no more than one of the mem-
bers may come from the same School at which the 
doctoral student is registered. The examining com-
mittee shall decide to appoint one of its members 
as Chair. MDH endeavours to ensure that both sexes 
shall be represented on the examining committee.

Two additional members can be co-opted onto the 
examining committee. These do not need to be do-
cents or professors but can possess other skills. The 
co-opted members do not have the right to vote on 
the question of grades.

To guarantee the quality of the thesis, the members 
shall have expert knowledge within the field of the 
project. Furthermore no evident cooperation may ex-
ist between the members and the doctoral student or 
between the members and the principal supervisor/
assistant supervisor. In addition no connection may 
exist between the members and the research project. 
In any circumstance which can undermine confiden-
ce in the impartiality of a member of the examining 

22  Meeting of the Faculty Board No. 4:2011, 58 §. Reg. no.  MDH 
1.1–332/11
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committee regarding an examination decision, the 
member is considered to be disqualified in the mat-
ter pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act, 
FL, Section 11 (1986:223). Anyone who knows of any 
circumstance that could constitute disqualification 
shall be obliged to disclose this on his or her own 
motion pursuant to FL, Section 12.

In conjunction with a meeting of the examining com-
mittee, the committee will decide whether the facul-
ty examiner and principal supervisor may attend and 
take part in the examining committee’s discussions. 
The principal supervisor, assistant supervisor and the 
faculty examiner do not have the right to vote on the 
question of grades.

The examining committee constitutes a quorum 
when all the members are present. The opinions ex-
pressed upon which most of the members of the exa-
mining committee are agreed constitute the exami-
ning committee’s decision (majority decision).

A decision to award a grade of Fail shall be motivated 
in writing. A Pass grade shall be motivated in writ-
ing if strong criticism has been directed towards the 
doctoral thesis during the public defence or if the 
examining committee was in disagreement on its de-
cision. In other cases a Pass grade may be motivated 
in writing.

In the case of a Fail grade there is no obligation for 
MDH to offer further resources such as supervision 
for the doctoral student upon expiry of the existing 
agreement.

3.7 Examining committee for the licentiate 
seminar 

The examining committee shall comprise three 
members, of whom at least two shall be docents or 
professors. The third member shall have a Degree of 
Doctor, and one of the members shall be active out-
side MDH.

One of the members of the examining committee 
shall be appointed to act as faculty examiner at the 
licentiate seminar. This person shall be informed in 
good time before the date of the seminar to have 
time to prepare the examination. All the members of 
the examining committee, however, serve as exami-
ners of the licentiate seminar.

The examining committee constitutes a quorum 
when all the members are present. The opinions ex-
pressed upon which most of the members of the exa-
mining committee are agreed constitute the exami-
ning committee’s decision (majority decision).

The examining committee is bound by the same re-
quirements regarding no connection to the doctoral 
student, the principal supervisor and the research 
project as stated in section 3.6. Similarly, a reserve 

for the examining committee should be appointed in 
accordance with section 3.2.

The examining committee will decide whether the 
principal supervisor and assistant supervisor may 
attend and take part in the examining committee’s 
meeting and discussions. The principal supervisor 
and assistant supervisor do not have the right to vote 
on the question of grades.

A decision shall be motivated in writing in the case of 
a grade of Fail, a Pass grade when strong criticism has 
been directed towards the licentiate thesis or the li-
centiate seminar, or when the examining committee 
was in disagreement on its decision. In other cases a 
Pass grade may be motivated in writing.

In the case of a Fail grade there is no obligation for 
MDH to offer further resources such as supervision 
for the doctoral student upon expiry of the existing 
agreement.

3.8 Grades

Pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 35, MDH has elec-
ted to use the grading system of Pass or Fail when 
evaluating theses and public defences/licentiate se-
minars.

3.9 Title of the degree

MDH uses the titles of the degree awarded, of Arts, of 
Science, or of Science in Business and Economics, which cor-
responds to the third-cycle subject area in question.23 

If the title of the degree awarded for the doctoral 
student’s first-cycle studies is different from that of 
the third-cycle subject area, the doctoral student can 
apply to the Faculty Board to have the earlier title 
used for the third-cycle degree too. A request for a dif-
ferent degree title shall be made in connection with 
the application for a public defence of the doctoral 
thesis.

3.10 Degree certificate

A doctoral student fulfilling the requirements for a 
Degree of Licentiate or Degree of Doctor shall, upon 
request, be given a certificate confirming this by the 
University pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 9. 

The design of the degree certificate is determined by 
the Faculty Board.

3.11 Remuneration of external reviewer, 
faculty examiner and examining committee

The Faculty Board has taken a decision on the levels 
of remuneration for the external reviewer, faculty 

23  see Minutes, section 17, of the University Board meeting of 8 June 
2004
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examiner and the members of the examining com-
mittee who do not have employment at MDH.24 The 
following levels regarding remuneration are recom-
mended for the public defence of doctoral theses and 
licentiate seminars respectively:

•	 Remuneration for a final reviewer prior to a pu-
blic defence, 3,000 SEK plus reimbursement of 
expenses.

•	 Remuneration for a faculty examiner at a public 
defence, 6,000 SEK plus reimbursement of ex-
penses.

•	 Remuneration for a member of the examining 
committee at a public defence, reimbursement 
of expenses.

•	 Remuneration for a final reviewer prior to a licen-
tiate seminar, 1,500 SEK plus reimbursement of 
expenses.

•	 Remuneration for a faculty examiner at a licentia-
te seminar or at a mid-way review, 3,000 SEK plus 
reimbursement of expenses.

•	 Remuneration for a member of the examining 
committee at a licentiate seminar, reimburse-
ment of expenses.

The School decides for itself what remuneration shall 
be paid, but should follow the remuneration levels 
decided upon. If deviations from the above levels oc-
cur, the remuneration should not be so unreasonable 
as to create suspicion of bribery or lack of judgement 
regarding the quality of the doctoral thesis and licen-
tiate thesis respectively.

24  Meeting of the Faculty Board No. 4:2011, 57 §. Reg. no.  MDH 
1.1–332/11
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4. Withdrawal of resources from doctoral students

MDH may withdraw supervision and other resources from doctoral students who substantially neglect their 
undertakings in the individual study plan pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 30. Such a decision is made after 
the doctoral student and the principal supervisor have been given an opportunity to make representations 
in the matter and on the basis of their reports and any other records available. The assessment shall also 
take into account whether MDH has fulfilled its own undertakings in the individual study plan. A decision 
on the matter shall be made by the Vice-Chancellor and may not be delegated pursuant to HF Chapter 6, 
Section 36. A written record of the decision shall be made, which is to include reasons for the decision 
pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 30.

Resources may not be withdrawn from doctoral students holding doctoral studentships for any period in 
which the third-cycle student has been appointed to a doctoral studentship or is receiving a doctoral grant 
pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 30.

The entitlement to recover supervision and other study resources that have been withdrawn pursuant to 
HF Chapter 6, Section 30 can be obtained on application to the Vice-Chancellor pursuant to HF Chapter 6, 
Section 31. The doctoral student must then demonstrate convincingly, by presenting prospective study 
results of considerable quality and scope or in some other way, that he or she can fulfil his or her remain-
ing undertakings in the individual study plan pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 31.

5. Disciplinary measures

Disciplinary measures may, pursuant to HF Chapter 10, Section 1, be taken against students who: 

1. use prohibited aids or other methods to attempt to deceive during examinations or other forms of assess-
ment of study performance, 

2. disrupt or obstruct teaching, tests or other activities within the framework of courses and study program-
mes at the University,

3. disrupt activities in the University Library or other separate establishment at the University, or

4. subject another student or member of the staff of the University to harassment or sexual harassment of 
the kind laid down in Chapter 1, Section 4 of the Discrimination Act (2008:567).  

This also applies to doctoral students. Such matters are dealt with by MDH’s Disciplinary Board and the 
student has the right to be heard on the matter and also to be present when others address the Discipli-
nary Board on the matter, unless there are special grounds to the contrary pursuant to HF Chapter 10, 
Sections 9-11.

Disciplinary measures may not be invoked more than two years after the offence has been committed pur-
suant to HF Chapter 10, Section 1. The disciplinary measures comprise warnings and suspension pursuant 
to HF Chapter 10, Section 2. A suspension comprises one or more periods, but shall not exceed six months 
pursuant to HF Chapter 10, Section 2. A suspension decision means that the student is prohibited from 
participating in instruction, tests or other activities within the study programme. Further, a suspension 
decision means that the student is denied access to his or her email account at MDH.25

A decision by a disciplinary board to suspend or warn a student may be appealed against to a public admi-
nistrative court pursuant to HF Chapter 12, Section 3. 

25  See further on  MDH’s website: http://www.mdh.se/hogskolan/organisation/namnder/disciplin
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6. Expulsion

If a palpable risk is considered to exist that a doctoral student can harm another person or damage valu-
able property during her or his studies and that the student suffers from a mental disorder, abuses alcohol 
or drugs, or has been found guilty of a serious crime, the doctoral student’s studies can be terminated by 
means of expulsion of the student pursuant to HL Chapter 4, Section 6. 

Issues relating to expulsion shall be heard by an expulsions board for the higher education sector (HAN26) 
pursuant to HL Chapter 4, Section 7. The Board’s decision may be appealed against to the general admin-
istrative courts. A decision on expulsion can be reviewed by HAN after two years at the request of the 
expellee pursuant to HL Chapter 4, Section 7.

7. Appeal

Only certain decisions made by the University may be appealed against. The majority of these decisions are 
appealed against to a separate appeals board, the Higher Education Appeals Board (ÖNH).27 Decisions which 
may be appealed against to the Higher Education Appeals Board pursuant to HF Chapter 12, Section 2 are:

•	 a decision that a doctoral student applying for admission to second-cycle courses and study programmes 
does not meet the general entry requirements and a decision not to grant an exemption from the general 
entry requirements for admission in cases laid down in HF Chapter 7, Section 3 or 28.

•	 a decision on the transfer of credits for courses and study programmes or professional or vocational activi-
ties. 

•	 a decision to reject a student´s application for exemption from a compulsory element of a course or study 
programme. 

•	 a decision to withdraw study resources from a doctoral student pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 30 and a 
decision that a student is not to recover these resources pursuant to HF Chapter 6, Section 31.

•	 a decision to reject a student´s request to be issued with a degree certificate or a course certificate.

The appeal is to be made in writing and the document addressed to ÖNH but sent to MDH at: 

Mälardalen University

Registrar

Box 883

721 23 Västerås

The appeal shall arrive at MDH no later than three weeks after receipt of the decision.

No appeals are allowed against ÖNH’s decisions pursuant to HL Chapter 5, Section 1 and HF Chapter 12, 
Section 5.

26  See further on  the Higher Education Expulsions Board’s website: http://www.han.se
27  See further on  the website: http://www.onh.se
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8. General rights as a doctoral student

8.1 Doctoral student influence

Students at MDH shall be entitled to exert influ-
ence over the courses and study programmes at 
higher education institutions pursuant to HL Chap-
ter 1, Section 4 a. It is also the University’s obliga-
tion to endeavour to enable students to play an ac-
tive role in the continued development of courses 
and study programmes.

Students are entitled to representation when deci-
sions or preparations are made that have bearing 
on their courses or programmes or the situation of 
students pursuant to HL Chapter 2, Section 7. 

Furthermore HF Chapter 2, Section 14 rules that if 
decisions or preparations are to be made by one 
single individual, information shall be provided 
for and consultation take place with a student 
representative in good time before the decision is 
made or preparations concluded. If a decision is 
to be made by a group of individuals pursuant to 
HL Chapter 2, Section 6, the students are entitled 
to representation by at least three members. The 
number of student representatives in such a group 
may, however, be fewer if there are special grounds 
in view of the total number of members in the 
group pursuant to HF Chapter 2, Section 14. 

Students are entitled to be represented by three 
members of the University Board pursuant to HF 
Chapter 2, Section 7 a. 

The Vice-Chancellor has decided that doctoral stu-
dents appointed to doctoral studentships are enti-
tled to a 10% reduction of working hours for duties 
such as a doctoral representative in different or-
gans.28 The Chair of the Doctoral Student Council is 
entitled to a 20% reduction of working hours. This 
time is deducted from the time allocated to School 
duties pursuant to HF Chapter 5, Section 2. 

8.2 Health care, social support and 
insurance

Students shall have access to health care, and in 
particular preventive health care intended to pro-
mote the physical and mental health of the stu-
dents pursuant to HF Chapter 1, Section 11. In ad-
dition the University shall also be responsible for 
other student welfare activities to support students 
in their studies or facilitate their transition to the 
labour market.  Otherwise the students shall have 
28  Vice-Chancellor’s decision of 5 June 2012, Routines for organisa-
tional student influence, Reg. no. MDH 1.1–265/12.

a sound environment in which to study and that 
they are affected to the same extent as members of 
the University staff by MDH’s Equal Opportunities 
Policy.29

Further, MDH is responsible for ensuring that doc-
toral students are insured against personal injury 
pursuant to HF Chapter 1, Section 11 a. This insur-
ance shall cover injuries resulting from accidents 
or caused by an infection of the kind referred to 
in Section 5 of the Ordinance concerning Work In-
jury Insurance and State Personal Injury Insurance 
(1977:284), together with its appendix. This insur-
ance shall cover injuries which have occurred in 
connection with higher education in Sweden. The 
insurance applies during school hours and during 
travel to and from the location where school hours 
are spent.30 Included in the University’s insurance is 
travel insurance for trips within Sweden, but not, 
however, for trips abroad.

For trips and visits abroad the doctoral student can 
be insured if he or she is travelling or staying abroad 
on behalf of the University. For more information 
on what applies in individual cases, the executive 
officer at the Division of Human Resources shall be 
contacted in good time before the departure.

The above entitlement applies to all doctoral stu-
dents regardless of the form of funding.

8.3 Holiday

Doctoral students employed at another organisation 
are subject to the regulations and agreements at the 
organisation and form of employment in question. 

Doctoral students funded through scholarships are 
not generally covered by any regulations or govern-
mental agreements. However, MDH has decided 
that doctoral students funded through scholarships 
are entitled to at least three weeks’ holiday per year 
without forfeiting their scholarship grant, provided 
that MDH’s rule is not in conflict with any rules and 
regulations giving entitlement to the scholarship. In 
such cases rules giving entitlement to the scholarship 
shall apply.

29  ”An Equal Opportunities University”. Reg. no. MDH 1.4–266/11
30  See further on Kammarkollegiet’s website: http://www.kammarkol-
legiet.se



  18  

rules and regulations for third-cycle studies

8.4 Disability

MDH strives as far as possible to offer support to all 
students with disabilities so that their studies can 
be pursued under the same conditions as those wit-
hout disabilities. This applies to doctoral students 
too. More information is available on MDH’s website 
http://www.mdh.se/student/service/funktionshindra-
de.

The doctoral student is responsible for stating 
whether he or she has any special needs, so that the 
University is able to provide the necessary aids requi-
red to facilitate the studies.

Further, there is a policy of zero tolerance against 
harassment and discrimination on account of any 
disability. More concerning this is described in the 
University’s Equal Opportunities Policy.31 

31  Reg. No. MDH 1.4-266/11

9. Doctoral studentship 

In addition to the regulations applying to doctoral 
students in a student capacity (sections 2-8), doctoral 
students appointed to doctoral studentships are af-
fected by the regulations presented in this section.

The fifth chapter of the Higher Education Ordinance 
deals with employment as a doctoral student. The Or-
dinance enables the University to establish specific 
posts for doctoral students. One requirement for be-
ing employed as a doctoral student is that she/he is or 
has been admitted to third-cycle courses and study 
programmes pursuant to HF Chapter 5, Sections 1 
and 3. Further the ability of the student to bene-
fit from third-cycle courses and study programmes 
shall be taken into account pursuant to HF Chapter 
5, Section 5. 

A doctoral studentship shall be a full-time post. If, 
however,  a doctoral student so requests, the ap-
pointment may be a part-time post but for no less 
than 50 per cent of a full-time post pursuant to HF 
Chapter 5, Section 3a. A decision on a part-time 
post is taken by the Dean of School. Appointment 
to a doctoral studentship shall apply for an inde-
finite period, however for no longer than until a 
specified date and never for more than one year 
after the award of a PhD or a doctorate in the fine, 
applied and performing arts pursuant to HF Chap-
ter 5, Section 7. The initial appointment may apply 
for no longer than one year, and may thereafter be 
renewed for no more than two years at a time. A 
person may be appointed to a doctoral studentship 
for a total of eight years. The total employment pe-
riod may, however, not exceed the time correspon-
ding to full-time third-cycle study for four years 
pursuant to HF Chapter 5, Section 7.

The time spent studying by the doctoral student 
admitted to third-cycle courses and study program-
mes but not appointed to a doctoral studentship (i.e. 
the time during which the doctoral student has had 
other forms of funding or in the case of transfer of 
credits for prior courses and study programmes or 
course elements) shall be deducted from the above-
mentioned periods of employment.

The total period of employment may exceed that 
stated if special grounds exist, such as leave of ab-
sence because of illness, leave of absence for ser-
vice in the defence forces or an elected position in 
a trade union or student organisation, or parental 
leave pursuant to HF Chapter 5, Section 7.

Only those in receipt of doctoral grants may be em-
ployed as assistants pursuant to HF Chapter 5, Sec-
tion 10. Since MDH has elected not to use this form 
of funding, doctoral students at MDH may not be 
employed as assistants.
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For doctoral studentships whose courses or study 
programmes are to be concluded with the award of 
a licentiate degree or a licentiate degree in the fine, 
applied and performing arts, the total employment 
period may not exceed the time corresponding to 
full-time third-cycle study for two years pursuant 
to HF Chapter 5, Section 7. Otherwise the same re-
gulations apply as above.

9.1 Advertising for doctoral studentships

Information about vacant doctoral studentships 
shall be given in the form of advertising or some 
equivalent procedure pursuant to HF Chapter 5, 
Section 5. Such information need only be provided 
if appointment to a doctoral studentship is to be 
made in connection with admission to a third-cycle 
study programme pursuant to HF Chapter 5, Sec-
tion 5.

Information need not be provided about the admis-
sion of a doctoral student who is to complete the 
course or study programme within the framework 
of employment by another employer, about a doc-
toral student who has previously begun third-cycle 
studies at another HEI, or if there are similar spe-
cial grounds pursuant to HF Chapter 7, Section 37.

9.2 Teaching and School administrative 
duties

Doctoral students shall primarily devote them-
selves to their own third-cycle studies pursuant 
to HF Chapter 5, Section 2. Doctoral students may, 
however, work to a limited extent with educational 
tasks, research, artistic development and adminis-
tration pursuant to HF Chapter 5, Section 2. Before 
a PhD or a doctorate in the fine, applied and per-
forming arts has been awarded, however, duties of 
this kind may not comprise more than 20 per cent 
of a full time post pursuant to HF Chapter 5, Sec-
tion 2. 

9.3 Incidental occupations

A doctoral student appointed to a doctoral stu-
dentship is an employee of an authority under the 
Government and is thus bound by the rights and 
obligations following the Public Employment Act 
(1994:260), LOA.

Hence an employee may not have any incidental oc-
cupation in the form of any other employment, as-
signment or exercise any activities that may adver-
sely affect confidence in the doctoral student or any 
other MDH employee’s impartiality in the work or 
that may harm MDH’s reputation pursuant to LOA 
Section 7. 

MDH has specified what are considered to be per-
mitted or prohibited incidental occupations.32 Upon 
employment the employee shall fill in the form con-
cerning information about incidental occupations. 
The University has the right, according to the law, to 
decide that a doctoral student shall cease with or not 
undertake such incidental employment that is inclu-
ded in the University’s policy of unauthorised inci-
dental occupations. This decision shall be in writing 
and include reasons pursuant to LOA Section 7-7c.

9.4 Professional misconduct/Neglect of duty

A disciplinary sanction for neglect of duty may be 
imposed upon a doctoral student appointed to a 
doctoral studentship who intentionally or by care-
lessness neglects his or her duties in employment 
pursuant to LOA Section 14. If the neglect is minor, 
a sanction may not be issued. Disciplinary sanctions 
are a warning and deduction from pay. Deduction 
from pay may be made comprising at most thirty 
days and may not amount to more than 25 % of the 
daily pay pursuant to LOA Section 15. A disciplinary 
sanction may not be imposed for participating in a 
strike or industrial action comparable thereto. Nei-
ther may several disciplinary sanctions be imposed 
simultaneously pursuant to LOA Sections 14 and 15. 

Matters regarding neglect of duty are decided upon 
by MDH’s Personnel Disciplinary Board (PAN). For fur-
ther information see the Management Procedure of 
the Personnel Disciplinary Board at Mälardalen Uni-
versity, Reg. no. 1.9.2.–495/11. 

A doctoral student appointed to a doctoral student-
ship who is reasonably suspected of having commit-
ted an offence in his or her employment shall be re-
ported for prosecution pursuant to LOA Section 22 
if the suspicion relates to neglect of duty, bribery, a 
breach of confidentiality, or other offence which can 
be considered to result in a sanction other than fines. 
A doctoral student who, in the case of an official 
decision (such as an examination decision) inten-
tionally or by carelessness neglects the regulations 
pertaining to the assignment can be sentenced for 
professional misconduct pursuant to Chapter 20, 
Section 1 of the Penal Code (1962:700). See further 
information in the Management Procedure of the 
Personnel Disciplinary Board at Mälardalen Univer-
sity, Reg. no. 1.9.2.–495/11.

32  Regulations concerning incidental occupations for employees at 
Mälardalen University – Reg. no. CF-P 2007/1
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9.5 Insurance 

A doctoral student appointed to a doctoral student-
ship has the same insurance cover as other employ-
ees at MDH.

9.6 Holiday

A doctoral student appointed to a doctoral student-
ship has the same conditions of leave as other em-
ployees at MDH.

10. Transitional provisions

10.1 Requirement that the principal 
supervisor be employed at MDH (section 2.4, 
§4)

The requirement that a principal supervisor shall be 
employed at MDH (section 2.4, §4) shall be valid from 
1 January 2015 onwards, with regard to principal su-
pervisors for doctoral students admitted before 8 
November 2012.

10.2 Requirement for completion of course 
requirements when publicly defending a 
doctoral or licentiate thesis (section 3, §2)

The requirement that the course requirements shall 
be approved when doctoral students publicly defend 
a doctoral or licentiate thesis (section 3, §2) shall be 
valid from 1 January 2016 onwards, with regard to 
doctoral students admitted to third-cycle studies 
before the autumn semester 2012.

10.3 Requirement for an examining 
committee at a licentiate seminar (section 
3.5, §4, 2nd sentence)

The requirement that an examining committee con-
sisting three members shall serve as examiner at a 
licentiate seminar (section 3.5, §4, 2nd sentence) shall 
not apply to doctoral students who hold their li-
centiate seminar before 1 May 2013. At a licentiate 
seminar before 1 May 2013, an individual examiner 
shall examine. In this case the examiner shall be a do-
cent or professor and shall have no connection to the 
doctoral student, the principal supervisor, assistant 
supervisor or the research project according to the 
regulations stated in section 3.6, §3.
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Appendix 1 - Degree of Licentiate 

Below follow the Higher Education Ordinance’s qualification requirements and the requirements for goal at-
tainment to be awarded a Degree of Licentiate, HF Annex 2.

Scope

A Degree of Licentiate is awarded either after a doctoral student has completed a study programme of at least 
120 credits within a third-cycle subject, or after the doctoral student has completed one part comprising at 
least 120 credits of a study programme leading to a Degree of Doctor, if the University decides that a Degree of 
Licentiate of this kind can be awarded at the University. 

Outcomes

Knowledge and understanding

For a Degree of Licentiate the doctoral student shall

•	 demonstrate knowledge and understanding within the research domain, including current specialist 
knowledge in  a limited area of this,  as well as a specialised knowledge of research methodology in ge-
neral and of the specific research domain in particular.

Competence and skills 

For a Degree of Licentiate diploma the doctoral student shall

•	 demonstrate the ability to identify and formulate issues with scholarly meticulousness, critically, indepen-
dently and creatively, and to plan and  undertake, using adequate methods, a limited research project 
and other qualified assignments within stipulated time limits and thereby contribute to the development 
of knowledge as well as to evaluate this work,

•	 gather and critically interpret the relevant information in order to formulate answers to well defined is-
sues in the main field of study,  

•	 demonstrate the ability, in national as well as international contexts, to clearly  present and discuss, orally 
and in writing, research and research findings in dialogue with the academic community and society in 
general, and

•	 demonstrate the skills required to participate independently in research and development work and to 
work independently in some other qualified capacity. 

Judgement and approach

For a Degree of Licentiate the doctoral student shall  

•	 demonstrate the ability to  make assessments of ethical aspects of his or her own research,

•	 demonstrate insight into the possibilities and limitations of research, its role in society and the responsibi-
lity of the individual for how it is used, and

•	 demonstrate the ability to identify the personal need for further knowledge and take responsibility for the 
development of such knowledge.

Independent project (degree project)

For a Degree of Licentiate the doctoral student shall have been awarded a Pass grade for an independent project 
(degree project) of at least 60 credits. 

Miscellaneous

For the award of a Degree of Licentiate with a defined specialisation, the specific requirements determined 
by each HEI itself within the parameters of the requirements laid down in this qualification descriptor 
shall also apply.
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Appendix 2 - Degree of Doctor

Below follow the Higher Education Ordinance’s qualification requirements and the requirements for goal at-
tainment to be awarded a Degree of Doctor, HF Annex 2.

Scope

A Degree of Doctor is awarded after the doctoral student has completed a study programme of at least 240 
credits within a third-cycle subject.

Outcomes

Knowledge and understanding

For a Degree of Doctor the doctoral student shall

•	 demonstrate broad knowledge and systematic understanding of the research domain, including advanced 
and current specialised knowledge within  a limited area of this field, and 

•	 demonstrate familiarity with research methodology in general and of the specific research domain in par-
ticular.

Competence and skills 

For a Degree of Doctor the doctoral student shall

•	 demonstrate the capacity for scholarly analysis and synthesis as well as to review and assess new and com-
plex phenomena, issues and situations, independently and critically,

•	 demonstrate the ability to identify and formulate issues with scholarly precision critically, independently 
and creatively, and to plan and undertake research and other qualified assignments using adequate met-
hods and within stipulated time limits, and to review and evaluate such work,

•	 demonstrate through a thesis the ability to make a significant contribution to the development of know-
ledge through his or her own research,

•	 demonstrate the ability, in national as well as international contexts, to present and discuss research and 
research findings authoritatively, orally and in writing, in dialogue with the academic community and 
society in general, and

•	 demonstrate the ability to identify the need for further knowledge, and

•	 demonstrate the capacity to contribute to social development and support the learning of others both th-
rough research and education and in some other qualified professional capacity. 

Judgement and approach

For a Degree of Doctor the doctoral student shall  

•	 demonstrate intellectual independence and disciplinary rectitude as well as the ability to make assessments 
of research ethics, and

•	 demonstrate specialised insight into the possibilities and limitations of research, its role in society and the 
responsibility of the individual for how it is used. 

Independent project (degree project)

For the Degree of Doctor the doctoral student shall have been awarded a Pass grade for a research thesis (doc-
toral thesis) of at least 120 credits.

Miscellaneous

For a Degree of Doctor with a defined specialisation the specific requirements determined by each HEI itself 
within the parameters of the requirements laid down in this qualification descriptor shall also apply.



  23  

rules and regulations for third-cycle studies



  24  

rules and regulations for third-cycle studies



  25  

rules and regulations for third-cycle studies



P.O. Box 883, SE-721 23 Västerås, Telephone: +46 21 101300
P.O. Box 325, SE-631 05 Eskilstuna, Telephone: +46 16 153600

E-mail: info@mdh.se Webb: www.mdh.se


